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COMMENTS OF SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC. IN SUPPORT OF
MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME
SBC Communications, Inc. (“SBC”) hereby submits its comments in support of
the Motion for Extension of time in the above-captioned proceeding filed on April 4, 1997 by
AEP Service Corp., Commonwealth Edison Co., Duke Power Co., Florida Power & Light Co.
and Northern States Power Co. (collectively, the “Electric Utilities™).

On April 4, 1997, the Electric Utilities requested an extension of time for filing
comments and reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding. Among the reasons
presented by the Electric Utilities were the complex accounting and engineering issues that a
wide variety of interested parties must analyze, the novelty of the issues relating to rates for
conduit occupancy and the possibility that a second pole attachment rulemaking under the new
provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 may be issued in the near future.

SBC agrees that the accounting and engineering issues presented in this rulemaking are
very complex and require careful and deliberate consideration. The original schedule for
comments would not be adequate for those who are seriously interested in providing detailed
analyses of their views concerning all of the issues being explored in this rulemaking. The time
allowed for comments would be especially inadequate for those who have not had experience in
recent years with the Commission’s pole attachment regulations. For example, in states where

cable operator pole attachments have been regulated by state commissions, utilities may not have
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any experience at all with .the Commission’s pole attachment regulations. However, utilities in
such states may have an interest in the Commission’s pole attachment regulations either because
of the potential indirect impact on the future course of state regulation or because the
Commission’s regulations may become applicable in such states in the future.

SBC believes that an extension of time is warranted in order to allow all interested parties
to fully analyze all of the issues presented in this rulemaking. Ultimately, by extending time, the
Commission will facilitate its own decisionmaking process because it will have complete
responses to all of its inquiries from all perspectives. Thus, an extension of time would enable

the Commission to reach a well-balanced result on all issues.
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For the foregoing reasons, SBC respectfully requests that the Commission grant an
extension of time as requested by the Electric Utilities.
Respectfully submitted,

SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.
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